Public invitation to mourn and remember at violence vigil in Port Elgin
The Canadian Federation of University Women, Southport, invites the public to mark the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women Dec. 6 at a noon ceremony at The Plex in Port Elgin.
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The Canadian Federation of University Women, Southport issued a public invitation to mourn and remember the 14 women massacred in Montreal in 1989 at a Dec. 6 vigil against violence at The Plex in Port Elgin.

The names of 14 young women murdered at Polytechnique Montréal in 1989 will be read aloud at a solemn ceremony in Port Elgin Dec. 6 to mark the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. 
Hosted for 34 years by members of the Canadian Federation of University Women, Southport, the public ceremony is a chance to mourn the loss of the women killed for being women, to remember their too-short lives and reaffirm a commitment to fight hatred, misogyny and intimate partner violence.
A public invitation to attend the ceremony at The Plex in Port Elgin was issued by Judy Moir, an executive of the Canadian Federation of University Women, Southport during a Nov. 24 delegation to Saugeen Shores council.
Moir noted that by declaring intimate partner violence (IPV) to be an epidemic – as council did last year, joining 106 Ontario municipalities – it sent a clear message that the issue affects women, children, families and the whole community. 
Moir said Saugeen Shores Police Service statistics “reveal a concerning trend” in incidents of domestic and sexual violence.
“Between 2018 and March 2025, reported incidents of domestic violence have fluctuated, reaching a high of 103 cases in one year, and declining to 62 cases in the most recent year,” Moir said.
Similarly, the number of sexual violence incidents reported to Saugeen Shores police have varied with annual cases ranging from 30 to 15 in the past year. 
Statistics Canada said intimate partner violence rates increased from 2018 to 2023 in all regions of Canada, and in 2021, the rate of gender-related homicide was two-and-a-half times greater in rural and northern areas than in urban areas. 
 Indigenous Women are roughly 12 times more likely to be killed than non-Indigenous women, and 16 times more likely than white woman to be missing or murdered, showing violence against women and racism are closely linked.
“Two young women from Saugeen First Nation have been missing for 17 years and two others were reported missing in 2024 and 2025, but thankfully, were found safe,” Moir said, adding while geography may play a role in gender-based violence occurs in all cultures, faiths, at every age and in every socio-economic group, it impacts all ages. ( Maisy Marie Odjick had ties to Saugeen First Nation and lived in port Elgin from 2003 to 2006. She and a friend went missing in Quebec in 2008.)
Moir said the underlying factors that contribute to the numbers and significantly impact victims’ ability to get help, including the availability of affordable housing, financial security and the presence or lack of community resources.
“Addressing these challenges is critical to supporting survivors and reducing the prevalence of domestic and sexual violence in Saugeen Shores,” Moir said, adding there are steps that can be taken to create a safer environment for all. 
“Education is a vial tool in preventing intimate partner violence,” she said, suggesting council and the public complete a one-hour online course called Neighbour, Friends and Facility, offered by the University of Western to help recognize and support victims of violence. 
Along with advocacy to other levels of government to have intimate partner violence declared an epidemic, Moir said so is calling out harmful attitudes and comments. 
Flags will fly at half-staff in Saugeen Shores to mark the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. 
The Sat. Dec. 6 ceremony at The Plex in Port Elgin is at 12 p.m. 
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